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ñFrom Selma to Phoenix to 

the Rights of Mother Earthò  

This month, at the national meet-

ing of the Unitarian Universalist 

Association (June 23-27, 2010 in 

Minneapolis, MN), which is called 

General Assembly (GA), there 

will be a conversation among dele-

gates (representatives from all 

Unitarian Universalist congrega-

tions) about whether or not to boy-

cott Phoenix, Arizona as the site 

for 2012 GA.  It is currently 

scheduled to be held in Phoenix.  

 

We do not know what the out-

comes of those conversations 

would be.  After a conversation 

convened by our congregationôs 

board, the board voted to release 

UUCP delegates (seven delegates 

plus our minister will be represent-

ing UUCP) to engage in the con-

versation and discussion and 

vote according to their con-

science.   

 

The question of whether or not to 

boycott centers around questions 

of tactics and solidarity.  With 

respect to tactics, there is debate 

over whether being here or boy-

cotting is the most effective way 

to combat fears and unjust laws 

that target specifically Latinos, 

but which also threaten the 

American core values of liberty, 

human dignity and civil rights. 

The question of solidarity is one 

of how we best stand as allies to 

Latino organizations that are 

calling for boycott.  It is espe-

cially unclear because of our 

partners on both a national and 

local level, the National Day La-

borer Organizing Network and 

Puente, have invited us to come 

to Phoenix in June 2012 to bring 

our General Assembly here and 

join with them in witnessing, 

educating and standing for hu-

man rights.  We will know later 

how all of these conversations 

turn out.  My hope is that what-

ever our decision about GA, that 

we stay engaged with this work 

for the long haul, that we deepen 

our understanding of the com-

plex issue of immigration, that 

we support comprehensive re-

form that balances the moral 

need for humanitarianism and 

that we are a part of the move-

ment that is ready to stand for 

love in the midst of our ever-

growing multicultural country.   

 

Below, are recaps of letters from 

Unitarian Universalist Association 

President, Rev. Peter Morales, and 

our own Rev. Susan Frederick-

Gray about the events of May 29th 

and the General Assembly issue.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

500 UUS MARCH TO KICK 

OFF ñFREEDOM SUMMERò IN  

PHOENIX 
by Rev. Susan Frederick-Gray 

 

It brought tears to my eyes as Uni-

tarian Universalist ministers, UUA 

staff and lay people from all over 

the country began arriving at the 

Unitarian Universalist Congrega-

tion of Phoenix on Friday night. 

The next day, May 29th, we would 

join with tens of thousands of peo-

ple in a march to demand that SB 

1070 be stopped from becoming 

law and to call on President 

Obama and the federal govern-

ment to move on Comprehensive 
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Immigration Reform. The May 

29th National Day of Action was a 

kick-off to ñFreedom Summerò in 

Phoenix. Organizers from around 

the country, in the tradition of the 

freedom riders, are coming to 

Phoenix this summer to organize 

people against SB 1070, to build a 

movement to push for comprehen-

sive reform, and to register voters 

to make real sustained change in 

Arizona. 

 

Five hundred Unitarian Universal-

ists from congregations in Arizona 

and around the country came to 

Phoenix to mark this historic mo-

ment. One non-UU at the march 

noted that the only religious group 

to have a presence at the march 

were the Unitarian Universalists! 

This was not entirely true, but we 

came out in such force, such unity, 

that we were prominentðour gold 

Standing on the Side of Love t-

shirts, posters and banners dotting 

the crowd of over 50,000 march-

ers. 

 

A prominent African American 

pastor in Phoenix, the Rev. Dr. 

Warren Stewart, Pastor of the First 

Institutional Baptist Church, said 

two days after SB 1070 was 

signed by Arizonaôs Governor, 

ñThank you Governor Brewer, for 

signing SB 1070, and bringing on 

the Civil Rights Movement of the 

21st Century!ò 

 

The goal of this movement that 

doubled in strength as soon as the 

bill was signed, is to stop the bill 

here before it spreads throughout 

the country. Second, this fight 

against SB 1070 needs to create 

the pressure to force the federal 

government to get real immigra-

tion doneðto fix the broken sys-

tem that is denying students the 

chance for college and to follow 

their dreams, and which is break-

ing up families, and ripping par-

ents away from their children. 

 

Arizona is where we need to bat-

tle against fear. This is the moral 

issue of our day. This is the civil 

rights movement for today. We 

are in a moment of tremendous 

change as a country. We are 

changing demographically and 

culturally. The question that we 

must ask ourselves is: will we 

react to these changes out of fear 

and scarcity, or will we respond 

out of the moral call of our faith 

to love our neighbor as ourself? 

May 29th was an historic day for 

Unitarian Universalists, because 

on that day the UUA President, 

Rev. Peter Morales, the Modera-

tor of the Association, Gini 

Courter, and the 50+ ministers 

and 400+ lay people who 

marched in Phoenixðalong with 

all those who held solidarity ral-

lies around the countryðstood 

up together to say, ñWe Stand on 

the Side of Love.ò 

 

Now the hard work begins, to 

work all over the country, and es-

pecially in Arizona, to stand up 

against racial profiling, discrimi-

nation, and the laws that are en-

couraging these immoral acts and 

to organize for comprehensive im-

migration reform that includes a 

path to legalization and balances 

safety and humanitarianism. 

 

I thank everyone who came and 

rallied and marched and stood up 

to lead our faith on this issue. 

Your presence brought strength to 

our association and strength to our 

work in Arizona.  

 

Yours in the struggle, 

Susan Frederick-Gray 
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LETTER FROM REV. PETER 

MORALES, PRESIDENT OF THE 

UNITARIAN  UNIVERSALIST 

ASSOCIATION 
 

Dear Friends, 

 

I have never felt as proud of being 

a Unitarian Universalist (UU) as I 

did in Phoenix on May 29. I joined 

nearly 500 UUs, more than fifty of 

them ministers, in a long hot 

march to protest Arizonaôs SB 

1070. This law is clearly anti-

immigrant and aimed at Latinos. I 

have attended many public witness 

events. What made this one spe-

cial was the fact that the 30,000 

people at this march were over-

whelmingly Latinos, most of 

Mexican ancestry. I marched with 

my fellow UUs, many of us wear-

ing brilliant yellow ñStanding on 

the Side of Loveò T-shirts. We 

also had large banners and hun-

dreds of placards. We not only 

stood on the side of love, we stood 

out. No other faith group had the 

presence that UUs did. What an 

act of commitment! 

 

Our congregations in Arizona, es-

pecially the four in the Phoenix 

area, did heroic work in prepara-

tion. They worked closely with 

Puente (ñBridgeò) and the Na-

tional Day Laborers Organizing 

Network (NDLON), the Latino 

organizers of this event. Our fel-

low UUs in Phoenix arranged for 

transportation, lodging, food, and 

worship services. I send them my 

congratulations and my heartfelt 

thanks. 

 

Phoenix Isnôt About Phoenix 

The Phoenix march is special for 

another important reason: Phoe-

nix isnôt about Phoenix. SB 1070 

isnôt about Arizona. In fact, the 

entire issue of immigration is not 

ultimately about immigration. 

We are in a struggle for the fu-

ture direction of American soci-

ety. How we treat immigrants, 

especially those from Mexico 

and Central America, is todayôs 

equivalent of the Civil Rights 

Movement. This is a struggle for 

Americaôs soul. 

 

 The real issue for us is how we 

are going to live in an America 

in which Anglo-Americans 

(ñwhitesò or ñAmericans of 

European descentò) are in the 

minority. That day will soon be 

with us. ñWhiteò Americans are 

already the minority in a number 

of states. The prospects frighten 

many people.  

 

Living into this new America is 

an enormous challenge for our 

UU movement. Our American 

roots are in New England. Our 

movement has always struggled 

with issues of race, culture, and 

class. We have also struggled to 

move beyond our ethnic roots. 

The issue of immigration, espe-

cially Latino immigration, in-

volves people who are racially, 

culturally, linguistically, and  

socioeconomically different from 

most UUs.  

 

Ultimately this issue will affect 

each of us, no matter whether we 

live in Arizona, or Vermont, or 

Oregon, or Iowa. The question is 

whether we can embrace the 

changes that are coming, whether 

we can thrive in this new America. 

 

Our Choice About General  

Assembly in Phoenix in 2012 

Our Association faces an impor-

tant choice about whether to hold 

our General Assembly (GA) in 

Phoenix in 2012 or to boycott Ari-

zona. The Unitarian Universalist 

Association Board of Trustees has 

submitted a resolution that will be 

debated at GA later this month. I 

want to share my thoughts on this 

issue with you all. 

 

We UUs have a long history of 

advocating immigration reform. 

The vast majority of UUs believe 

Arizonaôs new law is wrong. We 

need to remind ourselves of how 

much we agree as we debate this 

decision. We must be civil and 

realize that those with a different 

opinion from ours share our com-
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mitment to justice. The real ques-

tion before us, therefore, is not a 

difference about the goal we seek, 

but rather a tactical question about 

how we can make the greatest dif-

ference. 

 

People who are passionate advo-

cates for immigrant rights and for 

immigration reform have different 

opinions about what we should do. 

Some are adamant that we boycott 

Phoenix; others are convinced go-

ing to Phoenix presents an oppor-

tunity for public witness. The fact 

that we disagree indicates how 

much uncertainty exists and how 

complex this decision is.  

 

Those who advocate a boycott, 

including a number of my friends, 

believe we can help force change. 

They also believe that we must 

show solidarity with the many 

groups, especially Latino organi-

zations, that have called for a boy-

cott. They feel that some UUs 

would not feel safe in Arizona. 

These are powerful points.  

 

Those who believe we should go 

to Phoenix have strong arguments 

as well. They think SB 1070 will 

be ancient history in two years. 

They want to build upon the foun-

dation laid at the May 29 march. 

The UU ministers, religious edu-

cators, and other religious profes-

sionals in Arizona, the people who 

have been in this struggle, are 

unanimous in their conviction that 

GA 2012 should be held in Phoe-

nix. We cannot dismiss their per-

spective. There is also the matter 

of having to pay more than 

$600,000 in penalties to two hotels 

if we do not go. If the purpose of a 

boycott is to exert economic pres-

sure, then sending more than 

$600,000 to two hotels reduces 

our impact. 

 

Historic Opportunity for  

Unitarian Universalism 

We do not have to make this dif-

ficult choice. There is another 

optionðan option that presents 

Unitarian Universalism with a 

historic opportunity to partner 

with the affected people in Ari-

zona and to lead the faith com-

munity. 

 

We have received an invitation 

from Puente and NDLON to 

partner with them and to make 

our General Assembly in 2012 

something far more than a nor-

mal GA. Together with them we 

can make GA in Phoenix an op-

portunity to stand on the side of 

love once more. We can stand on 

the side of love in Phoenix in 

2012. We witnessed for love and 

justice May 29, and we will do 

so again July 29, the day SB 

1070 goes into effect. Below is a 

portion of the letter I received 

from Pablo Alvarado, Director of 

NDLON, and Salvador Reza of 

Puente in Phoenix: 

 

ñThe boycott of the state is a key 

piece of the overall strategy to 

turn the tide in Arizona.  At the 

same time, local movements call 

for solidarity from partners 

across the country. We welcome 

people who answer our call to 

come to stand with us against 

injustice and the criminalization 

of our communities as we did on 

May 29th, as we will do again on 

July 29th, the day the law goes 

into effect, and throughout Ari-

zona Human Rights Summer. 

 

There will still be much to wit-

ness about in 2012.  While 

SB1070 may be overturned by 

then, we anticipate that there will 

still be a terrible situation to deal 

with here in Arizona. The Ethnic 

Studies legislation that was re-

cently passed needs to be over-

turned and there is currently pro-

posed legislation that would man-

date that children born in the U.S. 

of undocumented parents not be 

accepted as citizens. Meanwhile 

Sheriff Joe Arpaio and others will 

continue to deputize volunteers 

eager to enforce immigration law 

and terrorize our community. We 

need the faith community here to 

stand in solidarity with our move-

ment and to galvanize others to 

condemn this growing human 

rights crisis and create a climate 

that welcomes and supports migra-

tory families.   

 

We ask that your 2012 General 

Assembly here in Phoenix be a 

convergence in cooperation with 

us and that together we design the 

best ways that UUs can witness, 

learn from, take action, and serve 

the movement here.ò 

 

I have invited Salvador Reza to 

come to the 2010 GA in Minnea-

polis and deliver an invitation in 

person. I believe we are compelled 

morally to accept this invitation. I 

recognize that the decision on 

where to hold GA belongs to the 

UUA Board of Trustees, but I be-

lieve we are called to go to Phoe-

nix and create a GA like no previ-

ous GA. I want us to experience 

much more than the convention 

center. I want us to experience the 

reality of life for immigrants. I 

want us to learn and to bear wit-

ness. I dream of a GA where we 

reflect theologically upon what it 

means to be a faith that can cross 

the borders of race, class, and cul-
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Ministerôs Musings 

What a year!  A successful Capi-

tal Campaign, a new sign, the 

dust has been controlled on the 

parking lot, development of the 

UUCP Council (for all commit-

tee and ministry chairs and lead-

ers), the start of the Immigration 

Task Force, 500 Unitarian Uni-

versalists marching for Human 

Rights in Phoenix, the Dream 

Act Play, new fire alarm and 

sprinkler system, a new ministry 

in Share the Plate, a new mission 

statement, Standing on the Side 

of Love on Valentineôs Day 

when we were on the TV news, 

receiving Green Sanctuary Certi-

fication, and just days ago learn-

ing we received a grant from the 

Unitarian Universalist Funding 

Panel to help UUCP hire a Social 

Justice Director to strengthen our 

work on Immigration and Hu-

man Rights!  Wow, what a year!   

 

Next year promises to be excit-

ing as well, with hiring a Social 

Justice Director, beginning more 

construction, welcoming an In-

terim Director of Lifespan Reli-

gious Education and focusing on 

our congregationôs vision and a 

new strategic plan.  We will also 

be holding an auction on Novem-

ber 6, so be thinking of your spe-

cial gifts and talents that you can 

donate to the auction.   

 

So, as the heat of summer really 

sets in and the days grow long, I 

hope we all find some time to 

take it easy.  I know burdens will 

not disappear, life will not stop, 

and cabin fever will set in.  In the 

midst of all of that, I hope for 

each of us that there are moments 

of peace, joy with family, memo-

ries created and love and laughter 

shared.   

 

The environmentalist, poet and 

farmer Wendell Berry writes,  

The love and the work of friends 

and lovers belong to the task, and 

are its health. 

Rest and rejoicing belong to the 

task, and are its grace. 

Let tomorrow come tomorrow. Not 

by your will is the house carried 

through the night. 

 

May we all find ways to let go of 

our burdens, to let go of our wor-

ries (even if only in moments), to 

leave them for tomorrow, and in-

stead to try to draw awareness to 

our friends and lovers, and the rest 

and laughter that happen in the 

midst of the many tasks and work 

of our lives.   

 

I will be away for the month of 

July on vacation.  I will return in 

early August.  If you have a pas-

toral emergency or need, please 

call the office.  We do have people 

who can be of assistance in my 

absence.  I thank you, the mem-

bers of UUCP, for affording me 

this time away to rest and renew 

my spirits so that I may return re-

freshed and rededicated to the 

many tasks of love and ministry 

that lay before us. 

 

Be well and safe. 

 

Yours in love,    

Susan 

 

 

 

 

 

ture. I would have us explore to-

gether how we make connections 

with marginalized people in each 

and every community, in each and 

every congregation. I imagine a 

GA that begins a long overdue 

transformation of our movement.  

 

We have never had an opportunity 

like this. You have heard me say 

that ñwe can be the religion for our 

time.ò We can play a pivotal role 

in this critical moral issue. We can 

take a leadership role in the faith 

community. The memories of our 

witness in Phoenix on May 29 will 

remain with me forever. The 

power of our combined voices, 

raised in a call for justice, will in-

spire me for a lifetime.  

 

I believe we must return. Our 

work there has just begun. Let us 

stand together on the side of love. 

Todos somos Arizona. We are all 

Arizona. 

 

Faithfully, 

 

Peter Morales  
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Presidentôs Report 

ñWhat have you gained from serv-

ing?  What has UUCP gained from 

your service?ò 

These were the questions that con-

tinuing board members were asked 

at our day-long board retreat last 

week.  New board members were 

asked ñWhy did you agree to 

serve?  What do you hope to con-

tribute?ò 

 

I think these are good questions 

for us to ask ourselves when we 

are involved in any part of our 

congregationôs ministry.  If we 

remind ourselves what we want to 

achieve, both personally and on 

behalf of UUCP, we can evaluate 

how well we are succeeding and 

whether our continued involve-

ment is positive. 

 

As the board explored these ideas 

a common theme emerged.  Board 

members enjoy a strong sense of 

community, within the board itself 

but also with the larger congrega-

tion.  As it should be!  This board 

is very committed and very enthu-

siastic.  It is a pleasure to be their 

leader.  I feel a strong sense of 

community with them.  I hope that 

during my tenure on the board we 

complete the set of policies that 

govern our activities and develop a 

roadmap to help us live our mis-

sion and move toward a vision of 

what we can be.  Iôm an organizer.  

Iôm also a calm, steady presence 

when difficulties arise so I hope to 

contribute a sense of comfort and 

confidence to those who look to 

me for leadership. 

 

The board exists to discern, pro-

mote and monitor outcomes re-

lated to our congregationôs mis-

sion: welcoming all in building 

religious community, called to 

share journeys, grow in spirit and 

advance justice.  At the retreat 

we dissected each part of the 

mission.  Not surprisingly we 

have different perspectives.  Itôs 

a good conversation, and one 

that will continue with all of you 

during the next year.   

 

General Assembly (GA), the an-

nual meeting of our denomina-

tion, is next week and I am ex-

cited to attend once again.  This 

year some discussions will focus 

on whether the UUA should relo-

cate the 2012 GA, now sched-

uled for Phoenix, in light of the 

passage of SB 1070.  Last Sun-

day members of the congregation 

met with the board after the ser-

vice to weigh the pros and cons 

of a boycott.  I was impressed 

with the open and respectful tone 

by everyone present, despite dif-

ferent opinions.  A couple of 

people even admitted they 

changed their minds based on 

what they were hearing that day.  

While we were unable to reach a 

consensus position on the boy-

cott, I go to GA this year very 

proud of how we are struggling 

together to see the best way for-

ward.  It promises to be an inter-

esting session. 

 

Finally, I want to thank Sarah 

Carlson for her wonderful leader-

ship as our board president the 

last two years.  As she stays on 

the board this year as ñpast presi-

dentò she has already jumped in 

to some key assignments.  Iôm 

glad that she is still sharing her 

talent with us. 

 

 

 

Must Enter to Win 

 Announcing UUCPôs Friendly 

Greeting Competition!  At the 

Welcoming Ministry volunteer 

brunch held in May, we debated 

whether it is truly welcoming to 

ask someone, ñAre you new 

here?ò or ñIs this your first time 

visiting?ò  I think that these greet-

ings carry a subtle implication that 

the person to whom the greeting is 

directed looks lost, out of place, or 

in some way sticks out.  Besides, 

when people approach the Wel-

come Table, there are clearly 

marked signs that read ñFirst Time 

Visitorsò and ñReturning Visitorsò 

for those looking for information. 

 

When Iôm unsure if someone is a 

UUCP member already, my favor-

ite greetings are: ñHi, Iôm Linda.  

Have we met?ò or, if the person is 

approaching the Welcome Table, 

ñGood morning!  May I help you 

with something?ò  Both of these 

greetings put the locus of control 

in the responderôs court.  S/he can 

introduce her/himself, ask a ques-

tion, and/or relay that s/he is visit-

ing or new to UUCP. 

 

A casual reader of this column 

might think Iôm being too per-

snickety in addressing this issue, 

but regular Welcoming Ministry 

volunteers understand that there 

are some subtle nuances to hospi-

tality, and our guests have a vari-

ety of expectations and different 

reactions to greetingsð

particularly when they are first-

time visitors.  Soé here is your 

chance to help UUCPôs Welcom-

ing Ministry whether or not you 

volunteer as a greeter.  Between 

now and Labor Day, I will be col-

lecting your suggestions for 
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(musician lingo for instrument) 

just in case thereôs a chance to 

play along. For all sing-alongs 

weôll have the ñno-fault harmonyò 

policy firmly in place. The pro-

grams will begin at 6 PM in the 

sanctuary. 

 

Connie Jahrmarkt, CML 

musicdirector@phoenixuu.org 

 

 

The Long Goodbye 

Since I announced my resignation, 

these past few months have 

zoomed by and have been filled 

with quite a few ñfinalsòðmy fi-

nal religious education apprecia-

tion service, spirit circle, Together 

Time. Each one of these occasions 

was filled with precious memories 

and expressions of gratitude. 

There has been more than one 

chuckle, too, as well-wishers were 

told that whatever ñfinalò occasion 

was being marked wasnôt my last 

dayðlike a bad penny, I was go-

ing to keep turning up until July 

25th! 

 

As I try to ñdownload my brainò 

into a format decipherable to my 

successor, I have been reflecting 

upon all that we have accom-

plished together with our religious 

education ministries.  There are 

statistics, committee charters and 

brochures, and a plethora of 

ñartifactsò that could tell the story.  

Yet, it has always been you, the 

community, and us all together.  

Some snapshots of then and now: 

 

Sara Banegas and Briana Noonan 

were in middle school in 2003.  

They are now college students and 

outstanding lead Sunday school 

teachers. 

Greetings from your Music 

Director! 

Making music together is a per-

fect way to build community, 

share our journeys and grow in 

spirit. If you are new to UUCP, 

or even if youôve been here a 

while, you might want to check 

the music brochure in the front 

entrance. There is information 

about Congregation Choir, Fam-

ily Choir, Soulful Sundown 

Band, and the Music Outreach 

Ministry. Rehearsals for all our 

music groups will be beginning 

in late August or early Septem-

ber.  

 

MUSIC FRIDAYS AT UUCP!  
Starting in October instead of 

Soulful Sundown weôll have Mu-

sic Fridays at UUCP! Weôll get 

together the first Friday of each 

month through May. The night 

could be a jam session, a sing-

along, a recital or a soiree; a 

night of French Impressionists, 

Beethoven, or Gospel and Blue 

Grass. Check the weekly Com-

pass for announcements and the 

bulletin boards for posters, or 

just show up and be surprised. 

Be sure to bring your axe 

friendly greetings to newcomers.  

Enter as often as you like and sug-

gest as many greetings as your 

creative minds can generate.  

There are three ways you can enter 

this contest: 1) Email your entries 

to me at membershipcoordina-

tor@phoenixuu.org, 2) Place your 

written entries in my mail slot 

(marked Membership  Coordina-

tor) in Office 2, or 3) Mail your 

entries to me, Linda Lawrence, c/o 

UUCP, 4027 E. Lincoln Dr., Para-

dise Valley, AZ  85253.  Which-

ever way you choose to enter this 

contest, please be sure to put your 

name and best contact information 

on your entry. 

 

Entries will be judged by UUCP 

staff and a panel of Welcoming 

Ministry volunteers.  The top ten 

greetings will be published in this 

newsletter, and the author of the 

#1 ranked greeting will be 

awarded a $20 gift certificate to 

UniUniques or the UUA Book-

store (winnerôs choice).  Remem-

ber: You must enter to win (think 

about thaté)! 

 

Namaste, 

Linda 

 

 

 

These Unitarian Universalists, whose ashes were interred in the Memorial 

Garden this month in past years,  are still rememberedé 

 

Carl Roland Ely 

Melvyn Earl Fair 

Roberta Chamberlain 

Howard Irvine 

Lawanda Jane Roach McVey 

Rose Ruttkay 

mailto:musicdirector@phoenixuu.org
mailto:membershipcoordinator@phoenixuu.org
mailto:membershipcoordinator@phoenixuu.org
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Sarah Henkel arrived on our door-

step one Sunday morning a life-

long UU who had meandered into 

the wilderness of Arizona State 

University and found her UU iden-

tity calling her back.  She is now 

an YRUU advisor, the chairperson 

of the Childrenôs Ministry Com-

mittee, and was an integral mem-

ber of the Ministerial Search Com-

mittee that brought us Rev. Susan. 

 

Ian and Colin Boecker-Grieme 

hadnôt even been conceived in 

2003; now they are six years old 

and run up to the stairs for To-

gether Time every Sunday. 

 

Gary Ezzell was the chair of the 

fledgling Adult Religious Educa-

tion Committee; who can count 

the number of major leadership 

positions in which he has served 

since 2003?! 

 

Terry Simmons was a new mem-

ber of the UUCP and the Adult RE 

committee; he is now chair of the 

committee (and has been for four 

years!). 

 

Multigenerational services con-

sisted of a ñpageantò at Christmas 

and Winter Solstice; now we wor-

ship as a multigenerational com-

munity every month, sharing the 

joy and mystery of this life to-

gether. 

 

We have re-branded, re-tooled, 

tried this and tried that and some-

where along the way we found our 

voice as a liberal religious com-

munity.  When I walk down the 

steps on July 25th and resume my 

status as a congregation member, I 

do so changed, enriched, and hon-

ored to have witnessed and been a 

part of these and many other 

threads of the tapestry that makes 

the UUCP a beloved, multigen-

erational community. 

 

And, when I return in September, 

I will gently admonish anyone 

who asks me a religious educa-

tion question in deference to my 

successor, and I will happily ask 

you what item or talent you are 

willing to donate to the Novem-

ber 6th service auction! 

 

Thank you for all of the gifts, the 

good wishes, the compliments, 

and most of all your love as I 

proudly pass the torch of lifespan 

religious education to the next 

person with the honor of serving 

as its director. 

 

In peace and love, 

Kim 

 

 

Childrenôs Ministry 

SAVE THE DATES 
August 21 - Sunday School Lead 

Teacher and Assistant and Youth 

Advisor Training 

August 27 - 6:00 p.m. - Chil-

drenôs Ministry Potluck and 

Open House 

 

CALLING  ALL  FRIENDLY, 

LOVING PEOPLE! 
We need you one Sunday a 

month from September through 

May to assist in one of our Sun-

day school classes!  We have 

openings on the Pre-K/

Kindergarten, 1st-2nd grade, 3rd-

4th grade and 5th-6th grade teams.  

E-mail your grade preference to 

redirector@phoenixuu.org 

 

SUMMER SUNDAYS 
Our Summer Sunday School is 

off to an energetic start in June, 

and all of the teachers have amaz-

ing lessons planned to keep our 

children engaged throughout the 

summer! 

 

Summer Sunday school will run 

through August 29th; there will be 

no Religious Education classes 

Labor Day weekend (the nursery 

will be open).  The program year 

will begin on September 12, 2010, 

with the ñGathering of the Watersò 

multigenerational service.  Regu-

lar Sunday school will be Septem-

ber 19, 2010, at 9:30 a.m. when 

we return to two services. 

 

Summer Sunday Schedule 

ALL children report directly to 

classes at 10:30 a.m. during the 

summer 

0-3 years old - Nursery - Room 15 

4-7 years old - ñFolktale Playsò - 

Room 10 

8-12 years old - ñA Kidsô Guide to 

Hunger & Homelessnessò - Room 

9 

7th-8th Grade - May volunteer in 

any class to earn internal commu-

nity service hours 

9th-12th Grade - Meet alternating 

Sundays - email 

yruu@phoenixuu.org for schedule 

 

Folktale Plays (4-7 years old; Pre-

K-2nd grade) 

Welcome to a summer of ñfrog 

princesò and ñdinners with bearsò 

- along with learning to resolve 

conflict in a peaceful manner!  

Our Pre-K-2nd grade (4 through 7 

years old) summer Sunday school 

teachers are Briana Noonan and 

Geraldine Mendez; they are 

thrilled to be sharing ñFolktale 

Plays for Teaching Conflict Reso-

lutionò with this age group. Briana 

and Geraldine will present a dif-

ferent play each week that focuses 

on how to treat others with respect 

mailto:redirector@phoenixuu.org
mailto:yruu@phoenixuu.org
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and to resolve conflict in a way that 

is understandable to children of this 

age.  Not only will the children have 

the opportunity to perform these 

short plays, they also will be en-

gaged in creative activities to help 

them process the lessons presented 

in the story.  

 

A Kidsô Guide to Hunger and 

Homelessness (8-12 years old; 3rd-

6th grades) 

Welcome to a summer of love, com-

passion, and fun! Sara Banegas and 

Hannah Roberts have created an 

amazing curriculum for our 3rd-6th 

graders based on the book ñA Kidsô 

Guide to Hunger and Homeless-

ness.ò  Sara and Hannah have 

planned activities that bring to life a 

serious topic that is accessible and 

meaningful while also building a 

fun, loving community among the 

children.  They have activities 

planned such as assisting with game 

night at the New Day Center, mak-

ing recipes from the ñBoxcar Chil-

drenôs Cookbookò and many other 

opportunities to learn about the need 

for clean water, nutritious food and 

suitable shelter for our brothers and 

sisters in our city and around the 

world. 

 

 

Adult Religious Education 

The ARE book table is on hiatus 

until August 1, 2010, at which time 

we will have a grand re-opening 

unveiling our new inventory and our 

new approach to Adult Religious 

Education!  An event not to be 

missed! 

   

Book Discussion group will con-

tinue to meet throughout the sum-

mer at 9:00 a.m. in Room B. 

 

Update from the Renova-

tion Committee 

UUCP FULLY  COMPLIANT  
On July 8, 2008, UUCP received 

a letter from the Town of Para-

dise Valley (ToPV) concerning 

our unpaved (northwest) parking 

lot.  The ToPV Mayor and Coun-

cil signed Resolution 1150 ñto 

implement measures in the MAG 

2007 Five Percent Plan for PM10 

for the Maricopa Nonattainment 

Area.ò  The plan further requires 

ñapplication of dustproofing to 

existing unpaved commercial 

parking lots within two years.ò 

 

As an interim measure to meet 

this requirement, UUCP has sta-

bilized the northwest parking lot 

in May 2010 with Tall Oil Pitch 

(T.O.P.) as distributed by EnsSo-

lutions Inc.  The plan to upgrade 

and pave the northwest parking 

lot will be considered at a later 

date. 

 

The T.O.P. product is a pitch-in-

water emulsion.  Because pitch is 

insoluble in water and extremely 

viscous in its natural state, it 

must be emulsified to facilitate 

its handling and usage. Through 

emulsification it becomes an ex-

tremely fine dispersion of pitch 

particles in water. This allows 

for ease of dilution and fine ap-

plication controls, while promot-

ing penetration and coating of 

aggregate materials. The T.O.P. 

will be reapplied every 3-6 

months as needed to preserve the 

surface and maintain the dust 

protection. 

 

On June 14, 2010, the UUCP 

received notification from the 

ToPV that we are now in compli-

ance with the MAG 2007 Five 

Percent Plan for PM10 for the 

Maricopa Nonattainment Area. 

 

Big thanks are due to Bill Mee, 

Bart Fabor, and Heidi Parmenter 

for their efforts to schedule this 

work during the very busy Memo-

rial Day week time. 

 

CONSTRUCTION FINISHED ON 

SUMMER 2009 RENOVATION  
The project includes the following 

items: 

New congregational sign on 

Lincoln Drive 

Doors, windows, fire alarms, 

and sprinklers in the 1965 an-

nex building 

Fire alarms and sprinklers in 

the classroom wing and sanc-

tuary of the main building 

 

Details of the project may be 

found on the UUCP website at the 

ñUUCP Renovationò tab. 

 

FURTHER DEFINITION OF NEW 

RESTROOM CORE PROJECT  
The preliminary architectural 

drawings for the restroom core 

have been received.  A limited 

amount of design work was 

needed for all the restrooms to be 

built separately from the lobby and 

second story access stairs.  New 

alternatives for the sewer design 

that may result in considerable 

cost savings are being pursued. 

 

Don Weir 

Chair,  

2010-11 Renovation Committee 
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Social Action Committee  

IMPORTANT PUBLIC CANDIDATE 
DEBATE TO BE HELD AT UUCP 
The Social Action Committee is 

pleased to sponsorðalong with 

the Phoenix, Scottsdale and Glen-

dale Branches of the American 

Association of University 

Womenða debate between the 

primary winning candidates for 

the office of State Superintendent 

of Public Instruction.  The debate 

will be held at UUCP Sanctuary 

on August 31, 7:00 p.m.   

 

Education is the main public pol-

icy issue of AAUW, as well as one 

of the Social Action Committee.  

The debate will be facilitated by 

The Arizona Republicôs Mary Jo 

Pitzl.  She is a frequent participant 

on TV Eightôs Journalist Roundta-

ble. She will bring a reporter with 

her.  All attendees will be given a 

card to write questions for each or 

both candidates.  The questions 

will be organized and handed to 

Mary Jo Pitzl. 

 

We care about Arizonaôs educa-

tional system and offer the debate 

to help you in knowing each can-

didateôs stand on all issues before 

you vote.  Your presence will help 

make a statement about the pub-

licôs concern for education. 

 

SOCIAL ACTION LUNCHEONS 
Social Action Luncheons will take 

a break during the heat of the sum-

mer and return in September on 

the third Sunday of the month.  

Thank you for your attendance at 

the variety of luncheons this year, 

including such topics as immigra-

tion, education, the environment 

and health care. 

 
 

INTERFAITH COOPERATIVE 
MINISTRIES  
ICM wicker collection bins in 

foyer are mainly for non-

perishable food and hygiene 

items and clothing to be used by 

the needy local population. 

Please consider our foyer like 

your home entrance and not use 

it for large household donations. 

Goodwill gladly accepts these 

items. 

 

UNITARIAN  UNIVERSALIST 
SERVICE COMMITTEE  
Since 1940, UUSC has partnered 

around the world with grassroots 

organizations to challenge injus-

tice and achieve long-term solu-

tions that affirm the worth, dig-

nity and human rights of every 

person. Won't you join 25,000 

fellow UUs to continue the work 

of this outstanding UU organiza-

tion? Memberships range from 

$10 to $60. More information at 

the Social Action table or 

www.uusc.org. The power of U 

and U. 

 

FAIR TRADE COFFEE 
We have a good supply of favor-

ite coffee flavors and chocolate: 

$8 for coffee; $3 for bars. Fair 

trade coffee is grown by farmers 

in many countries who are paid a 

fair wage for their labor, and 

supplied to us through UUSC. 

  

NEW DAY CENTER 
Volunteers are needed to help 

with dinner preparation and serv-

ing for New Day Center on Sun-

day, July 4th and Sunday, Au-

gust 1st.  If interested, please see 

the sign up board in the back of 

the sanctuary or see Katie Raife 

or the folks at the Social Action 

table. 

 

IMMIGRATION TASK FORCE 
The Immigration Task Force is 

working to promote the passage of 

comprehensive immigration re-

form at the federal level which 

aligns with Unitarian Universalist 

values.  We are also active in 

working towards the repeal of re-

cently passed Arizona laws ad-

versely affecting undocumented 

immigrant families.  We continue 

partnering with local and national 

groups to solve the immigration 

issue which affects Arizona and 

the United States in numerous 

ways. 

 

The task force extends a thank you 

to all who participated in or helped 

with events over the weekend of 

Saturday, May 29th, a National 

Day of Action. More events are to 

come in July, to possibly include 

hosting an event at UUCP and par-

ticipation in events being planned 

for July 29th, the day Arizona SB 

1070 is scheduled to go into effect.  

Please watch the Compass for 

more information.  We look for-

ward to the hiring of the new So-

cial Justice Director to help in our 

immigration effort and will con-

tinue to keep the congregation in-

formed and engaged in pursuit of 

reform.  The Task Force is chaired 

by Bill Lace and he can be con-

tacted at immigra-

tion@phoenixuu.org. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://cp34.myhostcenter.com:2096/3rdparty/squirrelmail/src/compose.php?send_to=immigration%40phoenixuu.org
https://cp34.myhostcenter.com:2096/3rdparty/squirrelmail/src/compose.php?send_to=immigration%40phoenixuu.org
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WOMENôS SPIRITUALITY  CIRCLE  
WSC meets every 3rd Monday in 

annex B at 6:30. We also en-

joy brunch on the 1st Saturday 

each month in each 

other's homes.  WSC has been 

around UUCP for more than 15 

years and is open to all women on 

a spiritual journey who love to 

have fun, share stories 

and celebrate the strength of 

women. Call Heather McLellan at 

480.941.1038 for more informa-

tion. 

 

CALLING  ALL WOMEN 
Annual Women's Retreat at UU 

Camp deBenneville Pines next 

May 2011. Early registration is 

available at their website: 

www.uucamp.org.  Some of us 

have been attending the last sev-

eral  years and will be attending 

again. Enjoy a fabulous 3-day 

weekend of fun, workshops and 

spiritual awakening with 100 other 

UU women in our southwest dis-

trict. For more information see 

Carolyn Allenby or Heather 

McLellan.  

 

SHARE THE PLATE 
On Sunday, July 25 all undesig-

nated collections will be donated 

to New Day Center/UMOM as 

part of our monthly Share the 

Plate Program. Founded in 1964, 

New Day Center is the largest 

shelter in Arizona.  It provides 

temporary housing for families 

who have lost homes and have no-

where else to go.  They also pro-

vide job and life skill training to 

their clients.  They have a catering 

business and a thrift store. 

 

For more than 15 years UUCP 

members have provided dinner for 

100+ people at the New Day Cen-

ter on the first Sunday of each 

month.  Art and game days are 

also provided for homeless chil-

dren. 

 

If you would like to know more 

about the Share the Plate Pro-

gram or submit an application for 

an organization to be considered 

for future donations, please see 

the UUCP website or contact a 

member of the Share the Plate 

Committee: Paula Kulina, Larry 

Thwing or Judy Lambert.  The 

application can also be found on 

the UUCP website. 

 

 

Unicare 

It has become very apparent that 

we are missing a necessary fea-

ture in our building renovation 

plan.  We have wedding bells 

virtually chiming all over the 

place and no campanile!  Our 

heartiest congratulations to Kay 

Veldman and Gary Beals, who 

were married on May 22nd and to 

Sandra Lynch and Dick Schaffer, 

who were married in Sandraôs 

home on Sunday, June 13th.   

      

Our other newlyweds, Barbara 

Voth and Richard DeWitt are 

happy to report that Barbaraôs 

son, Lance, is now at home and 

recovering from his accident in 

Las Vegas.   

      

Hilary and Kevin Pritchett wel-

comed their son, Kevin Christo-

pher Pritchett Jr., into the world 

on February 13 at 8:02 a.m.  He 

weighed in at 8 lbs 8oz and 

measured 20¾ inches!  Everyone 

is healthy and we hope that eve-

ryone will sleep wellðsoon! 

      

Best wishes for a full recovery to 

Alice Williams after her recent 

heart attack.  The latest report is 

that she is home and doing well. 

      

Our thoughts are with Piya Jacob 

as she travels to India to be with 

her dear friend as she nears death.   

      

We keep Ken and Jean Croissant 

in our hearts and thank Barbara 

Cawthorne and Carolyn Allenby 

for the comfort and cheer they 

bring to the Croissants. 

 

Celebrating joys and facing lifeôs 

challenges together in community, 

 

Julie Smart 

Unicare Chair 

 

 

Considering Membership? 

Are you curious to know more 

about UUCP and Unitarian Uni-

versalism? Would you like to meet 

other newcomers to the congrega-

tion and form some connections 

with potential and long-time mem-

bers?  Do you have questions 

about our Celebration of Life ser-

vices, our Children's Ministry, or 

Faith Development programs for 

adults?  Are you wondering how 

to get connected with our social 

justice efforts or other congrega-

tional programs and activities?  

Would you like to learn about the 

requirements and responsibilities 

of membership?  For these reasons 

and more, register for the next 

Pathway to Membership class! 

      

Our Pathway to Membership 

(PTM) class is offered at least four 

times a year. The class currently 

consists of two parts.  The first 

session takes place on a Sunday 

morning and the second session is 

held the following Saturday eve-

ning.  The Saturday get-together 
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includes a potluck, a message 

from the minister, and a joining 

ceremony for those who have de-

cided to become members. 

 

The next Pathway to Membership 

class will be held: 

 

Sunday, August 1, 9:00-10:30 

a.m., Johnson Room: coffee, 

juice, and light refreshments 

Saturday, August 6, 6:00-8:30 

p.m., Johnson Room: potluck 

dinner for class members, 

UUCP members 

 

To register, contact the UUCP of-

fice at administra-

tor@phoenixuu.org or 602-840-

8400.  You may also sign up at the 

"Returning Visitors" spot by the 

front door on a Sunday morning 

before or after the service.  When 

registering, please be sure to tell 

us if you wish to make use of our 

free childcare services during the 

PTM class sessions.  We will need 

to know the number/ages of your 

children in advance to make 

proper childcare arrangements. 

 

 

PTM facilitators for August are 

already excited about the interest 

shown in our summer class.  

We're expecting a nice-sized 

group so it should be fun.  We 

look forward to answering your 

questions and getting to know 

you better! If you have questions 

ahead of time, please contact our 

Membership Coordinator, Linda 

Lawrence, at membershipcoordi-

nator@phoenixuu.org or 815-

218-3148. 

 

FYI: This is an informational 

program that we offer as a step in 

our newcomersô exploratory 

process.  There is no pressure to 

join.  Becoming a member is an 

important decision, so take your 

time.  We are glad to have you 

be a part of our community dur-

ing your discernment process, 

and we will welcome you into 

membership if/when you decide 

UUCP membership is right for 

you. 

 

Linda Lawrence 

UUCP Membership Coordinator 

 

 

TUUR to Santa Fe and Taos 

November 1-7 the UU Church of 

Tucson will once again sponsor a 

tour to Santa Fe, New Mexico, 

with an additional night in Albu-

querque and a visit to the Acoma 

Pueblo.  Another unique spot we 

will visit is the adobe San Fran-

cisco de Asis Church, designated 

by UNESCO as a World Heritage 

site.  Possibly the most photo-

graphed church in the US, it was 

the subject of four paintings by 

Georgia O'Keeffe, and photo-

graphs by Ansel Adams and Paul 

Strand.  Georgia O'Keeffe de-

scribed it as, "one of the most 

beautiful buildings left in the 

United States by the early Span-

iards."  Transportation will be by 

motor coach, and home hospitality 

can be provided for out-of-town 

participants who arrive in Tucson 

on Nov. 6.  Registration forms and 

complete itinerary at: http://

www.uuctucson.org/index.php/

sponsored-tours/ or contact Julia 

Mehrer at perujour-

ney@gainbroadband.com or Caro-

lyn Saunders at 520-299-3854.  

 

 

Celebrations of Life 

Sundays 10:00 AM 

July 4:  Lessons from 20 Years in Africa ï Part II 

Service Leader:  Terry Simmons 

In 20 years of living, working and raising a family in many countries across the continent, Dave Bellama and 

Nancy McCharen experienced much of what Africa has to offer. The lessons learned provide evidence of the 

enduring value of UUA principles across cultures.  This is Part II of their story, first introduced last summer.  

 

July 11:  General Assembly 2010, Minneapolis  

Service Leader:  Sarah Burchard 

Hear interesting tidbits, stories and information from UUCP attendees at the UU annual gathering.  

 

https://cp34.myhostcenter.com:2096/3rdparty/squirrelmail/src/compose.php?send_to=administrator%40phoenixuu.org
https://cp34.myhostcenter.com:2096/3rdparty/squirrelmail/src/compose.php?send_to=administrator%40phoenixuu.org
https://cp34.myhostcenter.com:2096/3rdparty/squirrelmail/src/compose.php?send_to=membershipcoordinator%40phoenixuu.org
https://cp34.myhostcenter.com:2096/3rdparty/squirrelmail/src/compose.php?send_to=membershipcoordinator%40phoenixuu.org
http://www.uuctucson.org/index.php/sponsored-tours/
http://www.uuctucson.org/index.php/sponsored-tours/
http://www.uuctucson.org/index.php/sponsored-tours/
https://cp34.myhostcenter.com:2096/3rdparty/squirrelmail/src/compose.php?send_to=perujourney%40gainbroadband.com
https://cp34.myhostcenter.com:2096/3rdparty/squirrelmail/src/compose.php?send_to=perujourney%40gainbroadband.com
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July 18:  Forgiveness: Questioning its Real Role 

Service Leader:  Terry Simmons 

Forgiveness can be a hopeful, just, and healing response to our conflicts with others, but it is not easy, and not 

always appropriate.  Dr. Vince Waldron, UUCP member since January 2009, is  Professor of Communication 

Studies at Arizona State University, where he has authored four books, including Communicating Forgiveness.   

 

July 25:  The Songs of Woody Guthrie: Relevant Then, Relevant Now 

Service Leader:  Nancy McCharen 

Woody Guthrie was perhaps the greatest folksinger and balladeer of 20th century America. He chronicled the 

hard times and hopes of a generation of Americans during some of the most difficult times in our history.  In 

this service, Dave Bellama and friends will lead us in songs that have remarkable application to life today. 

 

August 1:  Come Dance the Dances of Universal Peace 

Service Leader:  Heather McLellan  

Sacred movement, song and story have always brought people together. Through simple music, lyrics and 

movement to touch the spiritual essence within ourselves. No musical or dance experience is required because 

participation, not presentation, is the focus. John Hinton will lead the dances as we fill the sanctuary with love, 

peace and music. It is magical to watch or dance, whatever you choose.  

 

August 8:  New to Unitarian Universalism? 

Service Leader:  Susan Frederick-Gray 

Are you new to our faith, need a refresher, or just want to hear some of the history of our faith again?  Then 

come to this service and consider bringing a friend or someone who might like to learn about our great living 

religious tradition.   

 

August 15:  Unitarian Universalism: A National Perspective 

Service Leader:  Susan Frederick-Gray 

In this service, the minister will share some perspective on one major issue or theme highlighted at the Unitar-

ian Universalist Associationôs General Assembly.  The particular issue or theme will be determined later, but it 

might touch on governance, theology, spirituality or justice.   

 

August 22:  Fast Wisdom 

Service Leader:  Susan Frederick-Gray 

The Muslim holy month of Ramadan begins on August 11th.  It is marked by a month-long fast.  Is there wis-

dom in fasting and how might we learn to fast from some of our consumption and consumerism? 

 

August 29:  At Natureôs Mercy 

Service Leader:  Susan Frederick-Gray 

We always live at natureôs mercy but sometimes that is more obvious than others.  Monsoon storm seasons, 

droughts, heatðthis time of year in the desert, it is more obvious than others.  This service will celebrate the 

ways our own bodies and spirits tend to move with the cycles of the seasons. 
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